
CURE DRUGS FOR FISH. 

 

 

1. Levamasole. Is a drug I use for Camallanus worm; this tiny little worm is reddish in 

colour and protrudes from the fish’s vent. When you have an infestation of these worms 

the fishes vent will swell considerably, these blocks the fish’s anal track and the worms 

suck the blood if the anal wall. Thus resulting in the fish’s death if not treated.  

2. This drug is obtained from the vet, under the name Levam. This has 90mlg of 

levamasole per tablet. To dose the fish you must do them in the tank that they are in so 

you kill all the worms, which are on the fish and in the tank.  

3. Take out filters and leave air-stones in and set so there is a strong stream of bubbles. 

Dissolve 1 Tablet per 9ltrs of water and place in tank, water might froth or go a little 

milky but this is nothing to worry about. I leave the drug in the tank for two days before 

changing 50% on the third and fourth day.  

4. Usually the worms are gone within 24 hours. Live bearers like platies, swords and 

guppies, which are in outside ponds, are prone to this little worm. They come from birds. 

The bird that are infected with Camallanus worms drops it's faeces in the water as it flies 

over the pond, the fish eat the faeces, which results in the outbreak. I have found out 

that this drug is no longer in use another drug called leva-pex has levamasole 

hydrachloride. And another is Nilverm a sheep wormer has 100% levamersole 

Hydrachloride.  



 

2. Quik Cure This is bought straight off the shelf from any pet store, I mainly use it for the 

treatment of white spot, fungus wounds and in the artificial hatching tanks for my angels. 

Recommended dose rate is written on the bottle, one drop per gallon, and half strength for 

tetras. This cure has malachite green and formalin in it. 

5. Linco-Spectin This is very good for Discus and Angel disease (slimy coat). This is 

when the discus go very dark and they look like they have sunburn, they start to lose 

their skin as white mucus falls off their bodies. If you have experienced this before you 

will know it isn’t a pretty sight. The fish deteriorate very quick, resulting in death if it isn’t 

treated. You have to catch this at an early stage.  

In discus I have noticed that the fins and tail seem to be affected first, looking like fin rot or acid 

burns, from this stage it does not take long for the fish to darken and look like death warmed 

up. (Twenty-four hours). 

This disease must be air borne, if you have more than one tank in the house with discus; it will 

start in one tank and spread to the others. To treat, I use linco-spectin in liquid form, 2ml to 100 

ltrs of water, turn off the lights on the tanks so you don’t stress the fish any more than you have 

too.  



Take out any filtration systems and use only an air-stone, turn up the heat to 32c, aerate well as 

more heat in the tank means less oxygen in the water. After twenty four hours do a twenty five 

percent water change.  

Siphon out from the bottom of the tank and replacing it with fresh at the same temp? After 

twenty-four hours you will notice a vast improvement on the fish. ( if fish do not improve you can 

dose again the same quantity) 

This drug can be left in the tank for three days, while taking out twenty five percent water daily. 

Usually fish will be fully recovered in the three days. Note do not feed fish while treating, as 

they will not be interested in the food, plus it will only add to polluting, ammonia will occur in the 

tank. When treatment is complete do another water change and replace the filtration system 

and reduce the heat to twenty-nine. Note Linco-spectin can be purchased in powder form, 1grm 

to 100 ltrs of water works well. I have used this drug on neon’s for neon disease it works fast, 

after administering this drug into the tank and taking all the worst effected ones out, within 

24hours it is gone. Neon disease looks like a white patch in the middle of the fish, the blue and 

red in the neon disappear and the fish dies.  

When the fish dies and falls to the bottom of the tank all the spores fall off the fish and find 

another host. All the neon’s in the tank can be lost within 24hours if not treated. All the dead 

ones should be removed as soon as possible.  

4. Praziquantel (Droncit Tape Wormer for Dogs) 



This drug treats a number of things on fish. Anchor worms, fish lice, tapeworm, Gill flukes and 

Capillaria plus many other types of worm infestation in tropical fish. 

1.This drug can be used as a bath or in food. 

2. In food, mix Half a Droncit tablet which are 50 mlg of Praziquantel to 50 grms of beef heart, 

mix well, repack and freeze.  

When needed feed once to all fish then repeat dose six weeks later.  

3. If fish are not eating a recommended bath in a small hospital tank with only an air stone, as 

this drug shouldn’t be used in a tank with a biological filter as it may destroy beneficial bacteria. 

The dosage for the bath is 100 mg of Praziquantel or two Droncit tablets, which is equivalent to 

100mg of Praziquantel to fifty litres of water. The bath should last for one to two hours 

depending on the fish, if fish start to stress take out immediately. 

4. Note! Some fish are sensitive to this medication eg. Loaches and Catfish; they should 

not be exposed to it.  

The drug can be purchased from a vet as Droncit tape-wormer for dogs; this tablet has 50mg of 

Praziquantel. Do not mistake this tablet with Drontal tape wormer for dogs as this drug 

has two drugs one fish can't handle and you wil kill them. 



5. Copper Sulphate. This, if used incorrectly can be fatal to fish, if used properly it is very 

useful in eradicating a plague of snails in a tank. It will rid the problem of Oodinium in cichlids, if 

you have Hydra in your fry tanks Copper Sulphate will make short work of these pests. 

I use it to clean my artificial hatching tanks, keep my nets in a bucket of this solution and wash 

plants in it before placing in tanks.  

Dosage. Mix 4grms of Copper Sulphate (blue crystals) to 1ltr of water shake well until 

dissolved, then use this solution at the rate of 1ml to 5ltrs of water, this will give you a safe level 

approx. .2ppm.  

I have used this dose many times with young fry, rams, angels and discus with no loses to the 

fry. After 24hrs change 40% of the water for the next three days 

Note. Do not use this in your tank if you have Mystery snails, take them out first. Copper 

Sulphate can be purchased from garden centres or a chemical company. Note! Some fish are 

sensitive to this medication eg. Loaches, Catfish and some natives like Rainbows and 

the gudgeon; they should not be exposed to it.  

6. Constipation. One easy dose of Epsom salts. First put 2 gallons (10 ltr) of water into a 

hospital tank with 2 teaspoons of Epsom salts. Place fish into bath, depending on the fish 

species, the bath should be up to 15 minutes. If the fish start to stress take it out immediately. 

One treatment should suffice.  



7.Salt. (Common cooking salt) This is very good for gold fish with ulcers on their bodies.  

Take the gold fish out of the water and rub the salt on the open wound, this can be done two to three times 

a day. A salt bath will rid the fish of anchor worms as well. 

8. Metronidazole or Flagyl This drug is purchased from the vet or the chemist, as it is a 

drug for humans. This drug has no side effects and is very good for ridding intestinal 

flagellate in discus and other fish. It will also cure the dreaded discus disease. It can be 

administered in the tank or in food, in food it will work on the fish faster. However if the 

fish is not eating the only alternative is to medicate the tank. The dose in food is 

100grms of beef heart and 1x400 mg tablets, mix in well and freeze in snap seal bags.  

9. In the tank, use up to 2,000 mg to 100 ltrs of water for discus disease and 1,600 for 

intestinal problems. This drug can also be used for hole in head disease. 

 

Formaldehyde 36% or 37% commercial grade. Very good for gill fluke and external 

parasites.  

6. Dose rate, two drops per 5ltrs of water for twenty-four hours then change 50% of water 

for the next two days and repeat dose on the third day.  

Stronger doses of three drops per 5 ltrs of water for eight hours then change 100% of the 

water. A week solution of 1 drop per 5 ltrs for a week for young fish. 



One more dose that I do when taking small discus away from the parents is 30 drops of 

formaldehyde to 5ltrs of water. First catch all young and place in the hospital tank for a 5minute 

bath, then take out and place fry in the grow out tank. This seems very toxic but works very 

well; it rids the fry of any external parasites and gill flukes. Usually the runts will die in the next 

couple of days. 

Potassium Permanganate (condies crystals) Good for ridding micro- scopic bacteria such as 

infusoria in feeding tanks of young discus, that are fed heavily on newly hatched brine shrimp. 

Also useful for a disinfectant. Dose rate is just enough to make the tank have a pinkish tinge. 

Easy way to do this is wet a match head and stick it in the bottle of potassium permanganate, 

what sticks to the match head should be enough for a three-foot tank.  

I have used all the above medications at one stage or another if you are to use these 

medications and stick to the recommended dose listed; there shouldn’t be any harm to the fish.  

Prevention is the best medication and to do this, there are a couple of rules that you should 

obey. 

First one is quarantine new fish for two to six week prior to placing them in the community tank 

or your trickle system that holds more than one tank. Second, keep fish in the right temp 

recommended for the species. Third do regular water changes to keep ammonia, nitrites and 

the build up of nitrate which is also toxic at high levels. The water changes not only keeps the 

water quality good, it also cleans the fish by flushing them out, that will make them eat more 



and grow. Fourth, feed good quality foods, being dry, frozen or live. If these four things are 

adhered to you should have healthy fish.  

 
 


